Dear Mr Hannaford

I refer to your article titled “Education revolution: a call to arts in “The Canberra Times’, 4 May, 2010.

As an invited guest to the National Forum for the Development for the Australian Arts Curriculum in Sydney yesterday and representing the ACT Music Educators Network, I would like to make the following comments in light of your article and it’s contributors. Firstly, I would like to thank you for your article and interest in the arts education.

1.     Your assumption that all art forms will be taught together until Year 9 is slightly misleading, all 5 disciplines will continue to be a exclusive subject areas in their own right, under one umbrella of the “arts”. This will give opportunity for greater curricula integration across the arts, depending on implementation and strengths of specific schools.

2.     The initial advice paper does make reference to specific technical skills, however, it also addresses three dimensions of learning in the arts that help students create meaning. These include the physical, cognitive and affective (emotional) dimensions of art subjects. The paper addresses the broader need for engagement through explicit links to life-long learning and individual needs for self-expression, that transcends formal schooling. There are references to specific technologies, links to industry partners and development of authentic learning activities - bringing real world experiences into the classroom. The proposed curriculum, scope and sequence include a focus on skills and knowledge base learning, along side broader aspirational goals of arts education. 

3.     Of concern, is the lack of futurist thinking and ideals that require further development in the curriculum, if we as a society are going to truly develop a dynamic and engaging curricular for the 21st and indeed, 22nd centuries.

4.     The initial advice paper has been written with a focus on generalist teachers, as the core deliverers of curriculum in the primary schooling. In my view, the writing team has successfully done this, without losing the essence and integrity of each specific arts domain.  

5.     While singing is a greatly important aspect of good Music education, so is instrumental studies, the ability to analyse music, compose music, experiment and explore musical ideas, development of specific musical practices in performance and other forms of music-making. 

6.     I agree, students leaving school with a broad repertoire of songs is a good start, however, the new National curriculum will go a lot further in the development of arts specific learning experiences for children that address their physical, social, emotional, cognitive and spiritual needs.
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