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25 March 2010
Mr Matthew Irving
President
ACTMEN

Dear Matthew
Thank you for your letter dated 18 February 2010, addressed to Ms Josephine Wise, Senior Project Officer for the Arts for the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), introducing ACTMEN as an arts professional education association. 
Ms Wise has forwarded your letter to me and I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge your introduction and also thank you for the support and assistance that you have generously offered to ACARA in developing the Australian Curriculum for the Arts. 
As you would be aware, the second phase of the Australian curriculum development involves geography, languages and the arts. Curriculum development for these learning areas follows that of phase 1 (English, mathematics, science and history) by approximately 12 months, although each has individual timelines. ACARA’s Curriculum Development Process, published on the website (www.acara.edu.au), will provide more details of the process. 

A lead writer for development of the Shape of the Australian Curriculum: Arts, has been appointed by the ACARA Board. Professor John O’Toole will be supported by an advisory group, whose members were chosen to provide a balanced range of expert views on the Arts, including academics, industry experts, K-12 teachers, school leaders, curriculum writers, and leaders of peak professional bodies. He will also be supported in his work by four discipline co-workers, whose details are published within the ACARA website – www.acara.edu.au 

The task of the lead writer will be, in the first instance, to prepare an initial advice paper which will be subject to discussions at national forums which is expected to take place in May 2010. Following the national forum a consultation draft of the shape paper will be prepared, for public consultation. 
Your details and that of ACTMEN have been added to ACARA’s list of key stakeholders and I look forward to the involvement of and engagement with your association during key stages of Australian Curriculum development. 
I also encourage you to contact Dr Mark Askew, Curriculum Manager for the arts learning area, to further discuss engagement opportunities between ACARA and ACTMEN. Mark can be contacted on 02 8098 3154 or via email mark.askew@acara.edu.au 

Yours sincerely

Robert Randall
General Manager, Curriculum 
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